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.  "7  LtsLA-eL- 

Interim  Report  of  tho  Military  Bureau  of  tho  Imperial 
Headquarters  Concerning  the  "PANAY"  Incident  (announced  3*p..m* 

December  22,  12tb  year  of  Shovu  (t.N.  1937) 

Regarding  tho  matter  of  a  motor-boat  of  tho  Japanese  army 
having  fired  u  on  the  Amoricun  gunboat  "PANAY"  at  the  time 
she  was  bornb.d  and  that  Jaj>anoso  trooos  came  aboard  her,  wo  mode 
every  effort  to  investigate  tho  true  circumstances*  However,  duo 
to  the  fact  that  our  trooos  wore  deployed  to  various  areas  and 
since  communication  and  liaison  was  not  what  we  would  hove  liked 
it  to  have  been,  '•  o  regret  greatly  the  delay  in  tho  investigation. 

Immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  this  incident  this  bureau 
diso  itched  ot  ff  of l leers  to  tho  spot  where  the  incident  occured 
in  order  to  m  ko  n  investigation  in  cooperation  with  the  local 
organizations  there*  Up  to  the  present,  it  has  boon  revealed 
that  some  Javanese  soldiers  did  go  aboard  tho  "PaNAY"  fer  a  fow 
minutes  for  the  ouroosc  of  good  will,  but  the  staff  officers  could 
not  find  any  evidence  of  the  reported  firing  at  the  ship. 

Tb<?  circumstances  of  the  incldont  are  .as  follov's: 

1)  On  12  December ,  about  8:00  p  .m.  a  cort  .ain  unit  embarked  for 
Pukow  from  Taiping  on  sever  1  typos  of  motor-boats.  During 
their  voyage  two  of  the  motor-bo  .ts  ’-hich  had  boon  sent  ahead 
for  reconnaissance  oncountorod  five  steam-bo?  ts  on  the  rivor 
down  from  Taiping  and  based  the  battle  situation  of  the  time 
took  these  five  steam  boats  a s  those  being  RIB^Whtifeywt^^g^cjc^-p^ioc/fSdfSO/ 
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f  riny,  They  iaimnoi*  toly  turned  back  .and  roportod  of  this  to 
th.>  inf- In  force.  At  tho  bovo  report,  alL  oorsonnol  of  the 
unit  mode  n  landing  on  tho  right  bank  nnd  -s  they  wore  observ¬ 
ing  the  scene,  naval  aircraft  came  and  bombed  the  3nid  convoy. 
Th  >  distance  between  the  unit  nnd  the  convoy  at  the  time  vt.s 
^bout  200  motors. 

2)  Aft  r  th  first  bombing  attack  on  the  convoy,  the  unit  saw  th^ 
rounded  Uing  landed  on  the  right  u  nk,  and  immediately  after 
th\;  second  t  ack,  the  plrtoon  loader  approached  the  ships  and 
finding  tV r  t  they  wore  ships  of  the  United  Statos  immediately 
ordered  his  medical  aid  m.  n  to  treat  the  rounded  on  the  b.rnk. 

Thi  n,  tho  comirny  commander  end  others  came  to  the  spot 
•«nd  as  h  v  s  discussing  with  the  company  commander  as  to  hov- 
to  nav-.  the  AU'.rioan  ships  and  their  crew,  a  third  -  ttack  was 
made  in  the  neighborhood.  Sc,  the  company  command  r  ordered 
about  ten  men  to  wave  a  Japanese  flag  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
but  it  wasn't  so*  n  and  *  Bother  bombing  followed  causing  tho 
shion  to  burst  out  in  flames  killing  and  wounding  our  own 
officers  <nd  non  (U  doadjb  1  oundeO  besides  the  company  commando 

*ftor  this,  tho  treatment  of  tho  rounded  Americans  was 
continued  fer  a  while  until  tho  sun  finally  sot  and  tho  wound 

•  id  Arv.ric  ns  v.  n  then  brought  to  western  stylo  house,  stand¬ 
ing  on  •  hill  n  »•  rby. 

3)  it  this  time  a  steam-ship  which  -ns  going  t*  tho  bottom  noar 
*ho  loft  Dldft  of  th;  riv  r  e  tor  tho  third 

*  sc-rt  inod  to  bo  imeriean.  So,  another  company  commandor 
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<je  tailed  tvvo  motor-t£"  ts,  one  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  to 
the  snot  for  rescue. 

The  said  officer  aid  one  of  the  onlistednen  hastily 

»  * 

boarded  tho  said  shio  and  searched  it  for  a  minute  or  two. 

But  thoro  "'as  not  a  figure  oi  a  man  on  board  and  with  the 
danger  of  tho  shio  ready  to  sink  at  any  moment  they  abandonee 
the  ship.  (It  was  learned  later  that  thin  shio  was  the  "PANA1 
4)  Just  at  this  time,  a  small  steam-boat  with  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Chinese  soldiers  on  bo;'  rd  vas  making  its  escape  from  the  noig 
horbood  of  the  said  soot  towards  the  upper  waters  of  the  rive 
(It  won  ascertained  afterwards  that  it  vas  tho  Li-Tai.) 

Discovering  thi3,  the  Japanese  soldiers  fired  at  it  from 
n  shore,  although  th  i  distance  was  about  1,300  metres,  and 
also  had  one  of  our  motor-boats  chase  it  and  fire  at  it  vi  th 
machine-guns,  finally  another  motor-boat  was  dispatched  and 
the  boat  vas  captured  finally  tvo  or  throe  kilometres  up  the 
rivor.  On  tho  side  of  tho  said  boat  bullet  holes  were  re¬ 
cognized. 

As  mentioned  above  this  firing  vas  aimed  r.t  tho  'Li-Tai1 

and  not  at  the  American  ships.  Tho  so-c.nlled  firing  at  tho 

r 

"PANVY"  may  havo  been  duo  to  tho  faot  that  they  mistook  our 
firing  at  tho  'Li-Tai'  for  that  at  tho  M?aTIAY,,«  And  again  the 
possibility  of  ricochoting  bullets  having  strayed  Awards  the 
.mericon  boats  must  be  considered  not  entirely  impossible; 
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oe  we  are  further  continuing  our  investigation  to  ascertain 
the  true  circumstances  of  the  firing. 

6)  In  short,  the  actions  of  our  troo is  vas  net  basod  on  any 
fooling  of  hostility  tovards  tho  .Americans  or  their  ships, 
nor  did  wo  have  any  plan  to  attack  the  American  shios  or  to 
encroach  on  thoir  rights  knovingly.  l''ar  from  it,  if  one  will 
but  lock  at  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  of  the  Japanese 
trooos  diaolayed  in  saving  tho  American  victime,  one  can  edsil 
see  of  the  deeply  sympathetic  attitude  of  the  Ja  laneso  troops 
at  tho  front  for  foreign  nationals  in  general  and  osoecially 
for  Amor leans. 
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TRANSIATI01!  ChP/flrlCAT';: 


I,  Yulcio  Kav'amotf,  of  tho  Defense  Language  branch,  hereby 
9  l/r  .{ 

certify  that  tbe  foregoing  translation  described  In  the 
certificate  Is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  ft  corro 
translation  and  Is  as  near  as  possible  to  the  meaning  of  the 
original  document • 

/b/  Yukio  ivowamote 


Tokyo,  Jaoan 

Date  21  .Tan.  '  47 _ 

Interim  Import  of  tvo  Military  bureau  of  the  Imp  ial 
t’eadquarte-s  Concerning  tho  "Panay"  Incident  (  announced  0 
p.m.  Dec.  -Vf  1027) 
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U  Ja  4.1  i‘  X  J?*  X  CJ  A  T  U 
tviii-it  01'  bourne  .  nd  -vuthenticity 


„  i-oO 

# 


I,  ix.iLo.il,  a  .oi’u,  Old  of  of  the  rchivoa  ouotion,  Jcj..nooe 
Kir  ir./i  v’i'dcc,  hereby  certify  that  toe  uocuieiit  hereto  etteohod  in 
J«l)»-vjOf<.  consisting  o t  *1  pr;^o3  ana  ontitxud  "I.it«riu  deport  or  tno 
•iii.lt  17  -•.uthovitierr  conoernint;  the  fauy  iuoiauut,  boeeuber  bo, 
19S7. "  is  .  n  c:;  ot  nd  true  copy  of  .ui  ofiiciwi  ^ocu  .eat  of  the 
Japan  on-,  i'orcii?/  OUluo. 

0  artifice  at  fulcy  o , 
on  thiu  t)i  day  of  lobruury,  .19  c.  7. 

ii,  ixUy;:ohi 

oijjil\tTui\*  of  u f— i ’  1  "" 


'e  i  tn  a  s  u :  a,  by;. bv  _ 


T:_ .. ib.e..x.I jH  Cl„ .'i'ii'lU.i'j!, 


I,  ’/uicio  A.-iaoto,  oi  tho  joelanoe  i-.au  tJu..<£0  oivach,  hereby 
certify  th<  t  t.;i.  fo.-o^oinj  ti\  nu.lablon  dee  crib  oc!  in  the  above 
certifier t  ir,  to  tho  boat  oi’jjy  'tnoeluJ;  u  uid  belief,  a  correct 
translation  rad  in  a  ne.  r  ns  pOi.tii ole  to  tho  io'tiinj  of  the 
origin.  i.  eoou lenit. 

h>f  iuirio  -  c;.i..,*oto 

Tokyo,  Jj  v 

hate  P.l  -Tyji um.'  10  .7 

Interim  .\oport  of  tho  ...Hit  ry  bureau  of  tho  Iiapori.JL 
I:o»'.d-Auartoi  n  Ooacer  in.p  tho  'hebeuy'*  I.-ciacnt  (  c.nounceu  6  p.u. 
booo  ib or  i.vS?) . 


-  - 


PU RL :  http ://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f5df50/ 


~f  i  i*  i  i  t~i  i ~i  i ~i  ~i  1  <  1  ' 

i  till  L<  L  ,-i  LI 


11  F  .00 


\ 


( 

nm 

•p 

n 

/  • 
•.i 

m 

❖ 

* 

A 

ft 

& 

y 

n 

a 

ii/ 

% 

< 

/f 

a 

-Hi 

U 

y 

& 

iifl 

* 

* 

~l 

& 

£J 

• 

a 

.Rj 

iff 

» 

iS 

m 

•j 

1 

/V 

M 

• 

> 

tt 

jt 

to 

r 

A 

• « 

& 

b 

i— 

’  I 

-I £t 

VC 

£r 

i  j 

T 

# 

n/ 

^1 

» 

y 

HI! 

iU 

•J 

-fc 

it 

a 

+ 

y 

■=e 

it 

3J5 

® 

s~\ 

I 

h 

•j 

/ 

•H 

m 

-fc 

A 

A* 

a 

-k 

1 — 

y 

II 

a 

u 

w 

a 

*  s 
uJ 

it/ 

* 

y 

& 

St 

m 

£ 

*i 

I/U 

+ 

yr 

0? 

* 

to 

% 

y 

B* 

W 

t 

& 

_ _ 

i 

Of 

* 

? 

& 

t4* 

* $ 

ft 

H 

& 

lie 

m 

•h 

«*• 

«»•* 

-L 

* 

T$ 

h 

V 

m 

y 

it 

» 

MS 

till 

35. 

4 

& 

-fc 

& 

St 

lib 

.5 

jja 

• 

i3 

11/ 

i/ 

» 

•; 

it 

m 

VO 

i , 

/i/ 

*• 

¥ 

Q 

«> 

# 

an 

i/ 

a 

"T 

•j 

*  r? 

>4? 

y 

•  -L 

;  ■» 

S-f 

* 

* 

A 

w 

•) 

r^d 

o 

*P 

VII 

n 

# 

y 

£1 

m 

Hi 

+ 

f*£ 

— 

Val 

a 

?■ 

* 

J 

i* 

•  T 
w 

'A 

i£ 

Xbi 

2/ 

w4 

* 

/l/ 

s\ 

sS& 

* 

fl# 

ig 

y 

*1 

f 

-t 

± 

;*H 

# 

Ml 

*fc 

«l 

tr 

* 

n* 

•J 

y 

¥ 

& 

5^ 

ji/ 

A 

r 

b 

T 

vc 

-fc 

/>• 

i-'ii 

-•& 

n 

/\ 

iA 

rll 

* 

1* 

1/ 

;£ 

D^f 

*? 

»wr 

-- 

p 

r 

/N 

0^ 

& 

Vi> 

U 

• 

y 

tf;v 

I-. 

* 

it 

In5 

a 

* 

U 

7- 

— * 

T* 

12 

& 

J 

*rt 

d 

lE 

& 

Q 

'4* 

•Jl 

Ur 

•i 

ft 

* 

& 

it 

% 

«r 

a 

> 

2/ 

i§ 

• 

t 

2/ 

JB 

4h 

•) 

PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f5df50/ 


1 


I  ~l  I  I  ~ 

I I  I  II 


l~1  t~f  l~l  ~f  1  ~l  ~l  t  ~l  I _l 

l  i  i_i  i_  i  i~  i_i  i~  t_i  I 


1  i 

,*  330 

0 

I 

K* 

* 

* 

> 

h 

— 

5 

->• 

-fc 

2/ 

> 

1— 

y* 

tSc 

lit 

2/ 

> 

ti^f 

2/ 

ft 

y 

vl 

'Ji 

7 

*2 

iil 

y- 

>57 

31 

A 

ttr 

*y 

us 

•h 

A 

ft 

iU 

OrS 

71/ 

X 

$ 

+ 

w- 

> 

+ 

*y 

Wt 

•J 

i % 

f* 

*J 

* 

•••4 

* 

* 

+ 

A 

71/ 

T 

/% 

i/ 

fSL 

— 

o 

>a 

m 

& 

1$ 

* 

s. 

zr 

71/ 

* 

y 

7* 

JE 

a 

A 

iH 

-t 

4flr 

xu 

& 

a 

aJJ 

• 

2 

a 

2: 

a 

* 

— 

71/ 

y 

71/ 

ill 

& 

y 

T 

* 

□ 

-fe 

\r 

r 

4« 

• 

& 

* 

<-b 

m 

d 

>5r 

y 

0/ 

tiC 

ii/ 

S3 

V;'i 

•i 

V 

» 

•t* 

j* 

* 

2/ 

■* 

Jl/i 

ini 

$ 

> 

* 

a 

ilE 

t 

a 

t 

'IN 

y 

•«% 

ilb 

W 

» 

M 

* 

'm 

S 

n 

& 

% 

/r 

± 

/» 

7 

* 

<cSp 

# 

2/ 

2/ 

a 

■r 

$ 

ita 

ft 

yi 

A 

2/ 

yr 

h 

r 

id 

— ■ 

y 

-($ 

r 

f 

y 

>57 

»j 

5T> 

oX 

* 

•i 

71/ 

jU. 

->!'* 

>> 

;i/ 

•  •«» 

2/ 

— 

»; 

iX 

ft 

A 

2/ 

/t/ 

Wl 

>) 

'/h 

sk 

//;v 

St 

M 

> 

*tr 

*lf 

# 

$ 

•; 

a 

** 

X 

& 

7“ 

tl 

a 

>57 

$ 

a 

ft 

M 

it 

tft 

71/ 

u> 

i .o* 

fc 

m 

« 

A 

2. 

3t 

n 

•  4% 

&§ 

2/ 

fa 

¥ 

iE 

i'u 

2/ 

/]> 

f* 

hi 

-fr 

7 

0 

a 

y 

— ‘ 

•) 

a 

■» 

y 

i' 

* 

n 

JrA 

v^- 

ii% 

.h 

for 

r 

y 

H 

:\&k 

•t* 

Of 

A 

* 

* 

u£ 

n/ 

>57 

Mf 

2/ 

* 

2 

— ■ 

H 

»J 

* 

»; 

A 

It 

u 

1/ 

~i 

ai 

> 

C 

o 

v-N 

/l/ 

-fe 

2/ 

T 

Hi 

± 

/V 

•Tr 

■fc 

•=; 

IdO 

0 

& 

H& 

> 

A 

+ 

> 

<4* 

s 

A 

«u 

«r . 

i/ 

*  S 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f5df50/ 


\~6.v  toe  ,7  830 


tT. 

•J 

5 

7 

b4 

13 

* 

») 

> 

i/ 

* 

a 

e 

18 

7 

A 

I* 

•k 

it 

r 

2/ 

£ 

* 

» 

y 

x& 

i£ 

a 

n 

It 

ft 

y 

/» 

7 

to 

h 

<« 

y 

• « 

V* 

m 

Vf 

,4 

* 

ft 

Hr 

* 

4ir 

H: 

y* 

* 

ft 

% 

7 

/!✓ 

•> 

ft] 

;i/ 

■w» 

ft 

•  41 

as 

f  a 

IV 

@1 

■e 

lit 

a 

y 

Hr 

m 

“h 

r 

).J 

■=i 

-e 

m 

y 

to 

j\ 

se 

1^ 

m 

13 

IV 

ft 

b 

Eft 

& 

* 

ft 

59 

.h 

& 

> 

a 

— 

& 

m 

V 

* 

A 

$ 

lift 

3 

& 

i  r 

ft 

•J 

«(5 

Hr 

Hr 

* 

& 

7 

y 

•J 

3 

£ 

d'j 

ft 

'V 

ft 

7 

y 

> 

A 

82 

# 

to 

•j 

y 

& 

i& 

*y 

y 

«/ 

y* 

ft 

&& 

A 

a 

m 

± 

£ 

a 

tj* 

fir 

to 

ft 

•J 

Si 

J5 

O 

«§ 

+ 

it l 

^5 

— * 

i£ 

b 

—1 

ft 

7 

m 

* 

£ 

a 

ft 

A 

y 

m 

2/ 

ft 

■^ 

fa 

7 

y 

* 

ei 

m 

* 

fif 

•it 

X 

t 

& 

A. 

Z 

45 

$ 

* 

1 

A 

% 

v 

— 

-fc 

il/ 

T'f 

7 

/& 

A 

1—1 

V 

X 

/€ 

y 

•* 

«£ 

* 

Intf 

Oil 

V 

d\L 

&) 

7> 

;»/ 

•& 

* 

ft 

A 

01 

X 

A 

IV 

/J' 

A. 

— 

iff 

* 

ft 

■» 

-y 

y 

ft 

ft 

JU 

~c 

£9 

S' 

y 

•Hi 

2/ 

Mi 

O 

ft 

• 

SI 

<s 

1# 

vf 

r 

T 

ft 

* 

*Q 

ihT 

>•> 

tM 

SI1 

ft 

i' 

A 

& 

z 

AS 

IV 

* 

•# 

41 

Hr 

y 

7* 

~*L 

124 

a 

& 

7 

y 

•J 

& 

£ 

3^ 

A 

73 

Ai‘ 

y 

■* 

h 

V 

7 

y 

2/ 

s 

jea 

7 

0 

$3 

-f 

7 

ft 

to 

IS 

4 

if 

nr 

7 

* 

si 

& 

ft 

* 

Hr 

4# 

A 

fcr 

Hr 

i/ 

A 

$ 

& 

7 

T 

& 

y 

"J 

ft 

3 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f5df50/ 


